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moft valuable natural Rights of the Colonies

Their Right of making their own Laws, and dif-
poficg of their own Property by Reprefentatives
of their own choofing; if fuch is really the Cafe
between Gmear- Britain and her Colonies, then the
Conncdlion between them ought to ceafe— And
fooner or later it muft inevitably ceafe, and per-
hips end in the total Ruin of one or both of them :
The £x¢li/b Governinent cannot long a& towards
a Part of its Dominions upon Ptinciples diametri.
cally oppofite to its own, without lofing itfelf in
the Slavery it would impofe opon the Colonies,
or lcarning them to throw it off, and Affett that
Freedom that was denied them by thofe who had

no better a Right to it than themfelves.

I hope by .this Time it is evident to all my
Readers, that from the original Defign of a Re.-
prefentativé, and the only meaning the Name can
bear, no Perfon can pofiibly be fuch a one, or by

any Thing that he can do, bind others, accordin

to Reafon and common Senfe, to admmit his At
ons as their own, unlefs they freely choofe him to

the Office. T4is alone, can in Reafon, make his
Altions theirs; and if without this others take
upon them to choofe Reprefentatives for thofe who
have no Choice themfelves, it is a mere Mocke
and Infult, and as grofs a Violation of their Rights,
as it would be to difpofe of their Perfons and Pro.
perty by mere Force, without any Form of Law at
all. This Abfurdity (of our being reprefented in
Parliament) is {o glaring, that it is almoft an Af.
front to common Senfe to ufe Arguments to expofe
it; and yet it has been fo muach infifted upon,
that it feems as if the free Ufe of common Senfe
was to be prohibited, as well as our other common
Rights. 1 have dwelt fo long upon this Point,
not becaufe long Arguments were neceflary, but
rather to roufe Attention by repeating, and placing
the fame Arguments in different Lights; and [
fhall clofe my Obfervations upon‘it, with the fol.
Jowiog Inference. If Perfons here may be repre-
fented in Englaxd without their own Choice ; then,
by Parity of Reafon, Perfons there, may be re-
prefented here in the fame Manner, The Laws
pafled in the Colonies, after obtaining the Royal
Affent, are of equal Force with A@s of Parlia.
ment; {othat we have as really a legiflative Power,
as the People in Ewglard; and therefore, if we
were to <e Aéls of Affembly to levy Taxes up-_
cn: the Peaple of Englazd, and obtain the Royal
Afizes to-them, can any Man tell, why thofe AQts
fhould ot be 21 binding upon the People of Eng.
land, as their AQs are upon usi For my Part I
can fee po Difference in the €afes———There is
indeed a Differenco-iin the Power to enforce the
At They can oppréfs'uy with Impunity, but
we are not able toreturn the Compliment. If fuch
an Impofition' would:appear abominable to the
People in England, let them by s tender of our
Rights, as they would wifh us toibé of - theirs, if
we had Power to impofe Tazes bpon them by

Fofce, as they now have wpon usd=sAnd fuch a

.

veen the
g .in'a Suas, and: tho -in the
ly of the.People’s Reprefentatives
is kept up, the better—for this is.the Thing de=

ves. - ==
| a When an Afferobly of Members thus chofen,
'y are couvéned; every. different Intereft in the State
wyill have its due Notice and Weight. The gene-
ral, the greateft fnrereft of the Whole "Nation,
ought, no Doubt, to be the grand Point to which
the priocipal Aim of the whale Affembly of Re-
prefentatives fhould be direQed; tho’ it fhoold
taterfere in fome Meafure with the partial Intereft
of particular Perfons, becaufe, tho' fuch Perfons
fhould labour under fome accidental Inconvenien.
cies for the general Good, yet the Benefit they
would receive by their Relation to the whole Com.
munity, woold overbalance the Incomveniencies
they would fuffer in thofe Inftances. Here it may
be proper to note, That where there is an entire
Inconfillency of Interefls, fo that the Benefit ‘of
one muft neceflarily be in the fame Degree hartful
to the other; then thefe two Interefts never can
unie in tke fame Government; their Connefion
fhouid be broken-cff, The jarring Intereft fhocld
be removed. or new modelied into Harmony and
Confiltency with the Reft ; for a Kingdom divided
3gainft itfeli cannot fand. The great fundamental
Principles of a3 Government fhould be common to
all its Parts and Members, elfe the whole will be
endanger'd.  If then the Intereft of the Mother
Country and her Colonies cannot be made to coin.
cide, {which I verily believe they may) if the
fame Conftitution may not take Place in both, (as
it certainly ought to do) if the Welfare of the Mo-
ther Country, necefMarily requires a Sacrifice of the
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Having I thiok fufficiently thewn, that the Colo-
nies are not reprefented in the Exglif Parliament ;
it follows of Courfe, that they cannot legally be
taxed there. This Confequence is inevitable, the
Advocates for the Tax themfelves, have in the
franget Expreffions, allow'd it. They ground
their Right of taxing, entirely upon the Reality of
our being reprefented in Parliament; and fince it
appears, that we are not reprefented, they moft al-
low we cannot be legally taxed upon any Pretence
whatfoever.——Even tho’ it fhould appear, that
there are feveral Towns, Corporations, and Bodies
of People in fimilar Circumfiances in England ——
For that would only thew, that fome of the Peo-
ple in £z¢lard, as well as thofe in America, were
injured and opprefled ; but would thew no Sort of
Right for the Oppreffion. It wou!d thew that thofe
Places ought to join with the Americans in Remon.
frances to obtain Redrefs of- Grievances. Indeed
it has long been the Complaint of the moft judi-
cious People in Englard, as the greateft Misfortune
to the Nation, that the Peoplc in England are fo
uncqually reprefented ; fome large Towns and
Corporations fend ncne, or but a few to Reprefent
them, while feveral infignificant Places, of only a
few indigent Perfcns, whofe chief Support is the
Sale of their Votes, fand many Members to Par-
liament, to Vote according to the Diredtion of
the Miniftry, who enable them to purchafe their
Seats with the Nation’s Money, given for very

Thefe are Evils that are too notorious to efcape
general Obfervation, and too atrocious to be pal-
liated.——Why are not thefe crying Grievances
tedreffed ? The Reafon is plain—T hey afford the
greatelt Opportanities for Bribery and Corruption
——By enabling proper Tools, with the Nation's
Money, to parchafe Seats in Parliament, and by
bribing others with Places and Penfions, a corrupt
Adminiftration can command a Majority in the
Houfe of Commons, that are entirely at their
Command, and will pafs what Laws they pleafe :
So that they can command the Nation's Money,
to bribe Perfons to make Laws for its Deftru&tion !
And are they not fatisfied with the Money that
may be thus raifed at home withoat an open Vio.
lation of the Conftitation, by taking Advantage
of the Defe@ts that Time and Change of Circum-
ftances has occafion'd in the Rules or Forms of
choofing Reprefentatives for Parliament ? Muft
the rapacious Schemes be extended to thefe re

their Foandation on the Ruins of the Erglifs Con-

Armd in this Land of Liberty, (for (o it #was our
Glory to call it) where no honeft Man need be
afraid to exprefs the Difates of his Heart before
the greateft Man upon Earth, are there really Men
to be found fo infenfible to S
awful Tribunal of Reafon,
thips, which thro’ their Pra
Engtand are obliged to bea
Precedents for impofing fi
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monied Intereft, which is mention'd g4
"no Members to Parliament, | am 2t 3 Iy,
know the Perfons meant : If it be al] (poy Iy
have Money to.let at Intereft, can jr be d: e
that there are a fufficient Nnmber of Gm&ﬂ
in the Houfe who bave confiderable pre-
Money, to take due Care to regalate iheol‘:g? i

Befides, all thofe Perfons who hayeno v A
cially if they be Men of. luch:)n'o ?t;',f?:

an Opportanity of confiderable In aence in
tions, as well as to have their Concern, daly g,
tended to, by the Members for éénziguom Pl’z:
Nor is it dificult for any Men of Fortune, tg p,.
cure a Right of voting for Members O{Pz'di;
fo that the Mertion of thefe Cafes, a4 p.,ifj

with that of the Colonies, i wonderfully trig.
and impertinent, more efpecially the Cafey o”cz
foos under Age, and Women !~ a4 if thefe wq
diftin@® Bodies of People unconneged in Inteni
with thofe who have a Right of voting —
it can be thewn, that the colleQive Body of lefapy,
have a diftin® Intereft from thar of Perfony of Ape I8
or that the female Part of the Species have 3 difizé
Intereft from the Males, then I promife 1o pTn
that they have a Right to fend Members to Pyl
ment. And muolt a great Nation be deprived of
its moft ficred Righ:s upen fuch Argugents o
thefe ! When fuch are brought to Jify oy
tremendous A&, is it not a Proof that no redos.
able ones can be found ! Bat js jt poffible, that s
a Matter ot fuch Importance, any Man who vy
lued his Reputation as a Man of Senfe arnd Hozety,
fhould before the Public, fcrionﬂy propofe Arga.
ments fo very trifling and ridicologs ! Ard s
not moft worderful, that thofe Arguments fhoold
be received with Applaufe, and have fuSiciens
Influence to overturn the Erglib Confitciicn ia
Americal

The true Reafon, I fuppofe, why thefe Places
and Pesfons fend no Members to Parliament s,
that they do not want any, their Intereft bein
fuficiently guarded already by Members for othef
Places, concern'd in theijr Welfare, who anfret
the fame Porpofes as if fem by their own Votes.

And now, where is the Refemblacce betweea
thefe Places and Perfons, who have all the Bece.
fit of Reprefentatives, tho’ they, as diftic@ Bodies,
do not fend any ; and the Colonies, which are xt
Diftances too remote to have the lea Iefluence ia
the Ele&tion of Members, or in promoting or op-
pofing any Matters that concern themfelves ia
Parliament ; and are not only unconpe&ted in In-
tereft with any of the Members, bat in many Re.
fpets entirely oppofite—indeed I believe in all
Refpeéts, when the Affairs of the Colonies world
come before that Houfe ; for when has the Parlia-
ment meddled with any Matters relating to them,
except to lay fome Impofition open them ?
It is eflential to the Chara&er of a Reprefeta.
tive, that his Intereft fhaMl be confiftent with that

of his Conftituent, and that he fhall have 2n exa&

Krowledge of his Circumftances and all his Cen.

cerns.  Without thefe, no reafonable Mln_vfoﬂld
chcofe 2 Reprefentative. And moft the injcred
Colonies be forced to acknowledge as their Re-
prefentatives, Perfons they never chofe nor keew,
and who are as little acquainted with them or theif
Circumflances, and are certainly deftitate of the
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neceflary Requifites for fuch an Ofice ? Muft the
Adtions of fuch Reprefentatives be acknowledged
by the Celonies as their own, :
trary to their Inclinations, their Intereff, and their
moft valuable Rights !

tho' the motft coz-

I fhould now conclude, having, a3 far as tha

Brevity to which I am ‘confined, will permit, finifhs
ed what [ at firft propofed in this Effay; but it
feems neceflary to confider fome other Matters e+
lating ro the Subje&, which have been often megs
tioned to juflify the Taxation. I have ot Timé
to ftudy in what Order thefe Matters would o
properly fall under Confideration, I thall take thedt
juft as they happen to occur to my Mind.

It has been faid that the Impofitions upon tb

Colonies have been the more infifted upon, ;

the more rigorous, from an Apprehenfioa that lMi{
were aiming at Jedependency 3 and becaufe ‘her
niflry were exafperated attheir difputing the Pat
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